
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 5, 2018 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, April 5, 2018, was called to order 
at 3:05 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 
Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Anita Dodd, Jane Conner, Sue Henderson, Ryan Lovell, Ken Pitts and Richard 

Chichester 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: David Rodriguez  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker and Denise Knighting 
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Glen Trimmer, Irma Clifton and Sarah Miller  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. and asked Ms. Conner to call roll.   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner called roll. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated there was a quorum present.  She stated the Commission had a new member and asked Mr. 
Lovell to introduce himself. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER – RYAN LOVELL 
 
Mr. Lovell stated he has lived in the County for 5 or 6 years. 
 
Ms. Baker suggested the Commission members introduce themselves to Mr. Lovell. 
 
Each member introduced themselves to Mr. Lovell and told a little bit of their history in the county. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Ms. Dodd asked if there were any public presentations. 
 
Ms. Clifton reminded the Commission that Shelton Cottage would be open for Garden Week from 10:00 to 
3:00 on the 24th.  She stated she was also doing fund raising for the upkeep of the cottage by selling original 
art work. 
 
Ms. Henderson asked about the tour in December. 
 
Ms. Clifton stated the Christmas Tour would be December 2nd. 
 
Ms. Henderson suggested she get in touch with the Arts and Cultural Council of the Rappahannock, they are 
starting a new program called Porch Fest, and they are looking for ways to bring music to close 
environments, like a porch.  She stated the Arts and Cultural Council of the Rappahannock just recently 
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received a $20,000 grant to support cultural activities in the region.  She told Ms. Clifton to contact her if she 
had any questions. 
 
A brief discussion followed concerning the buildings that would be included on the Christmas Tour and the 
use of the trollies.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she received a letter from Erik stated he would not be attending the meeting today and she 
moved on to Big Spring Lane renaming.  
 
2. Big Spring Lane Renaming 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the location and the fact that Ms. Williamson was upset about the road 
name being changed. 
 
Ms. Dodd stating that the suggested name was Kelvic Way and Ms. Williamson had presented three name 
suggestions. 
 
Ms. Henderson stated they were Big Spring Lane North, Accokeek Farm Lane and Williamson Tract Lane. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated yes, those were Ms. Williamson’s suggestions and she felt all three were good and much 
better than the proposed name. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the Planning Commission held a public hearing on March 14th and the Commission asked 
for additional input from the Historical Commission concerning the historical aspects of the property and 
naming the road based on historical significance.  She stated one name the Commission brought up was 
Walnut Hill.  She stated based on the County’s road naming policies and procedures there were a few things 
that could prevent Accokeek Farm and Big Spring Lane North from being used.  She stated the county does 
not like to use directional names to avoid confusion as well as Accokeek Farm being confused with 
Accokeek Furnace Road which already exists.   
 
A discussion developed concerning the road names suggested by Ms. Williamson, the Planning Commission 
and the suggested name of Kelvic Way.  It was suggested using any name with Walnut would be confusing 
for Fire and Rescue or the Sheriff’s Department because of Walnut Farm off of Leeland road and several 
roads in that area having Walnut in the name.  
 
Ms. Baker explained there was an oversight when the site plan was approved for the commercial entity 
constructed.  When the site plan was reviewed the applicant had put the name Kelvic on the site plan, and it 
was inadvertently approved without realizing there were other parcels addressed off of Big Spring Lane.  So 
Kelvic Way was not official because it did not go through the appropriate process, however the owner did 
install a new sign because he thought they had approval.  She stated Kelvic was the name of the company 
and they used that name. 
 
Additional discussion followed concerning the objection made by one owner on Kelvic Way/Big Spring 
Lane and the fact there were not many other owners that would be affected as several parcels were 
undeveloped. 
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Ms. Baker stated the Historical Commission could make a recommendation if there were no additional 
recommendations that may have historic significance to submit to the Planning Commission.  She stated this 
Commission does not have to come to any conclusion and did not have to take a vote. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Planning Commission was looking for a suggestion for road name showing historical 
significance.  
 
Ms. Baker stated if anyone found additional information after the meeting they could send her an email and 
she would forward it to the Planning Commission. 
 
3. Route 1/Potomac Creek Drive Intersection Improvements 
 
With no further discussion Ms. Dodd moved on to Route 1/Potomac Creek Drive Intersection Improvements.  
She asked if the three buildings in question were going to be disturbed. She stated the report referenced the 
buildings were not eligible for the National Historic Register so there was no problem with what they want to 
do, but she could not find any information stating what would actually happen to the buildings.  One of the 
buildings is now the Eagles Lodge and used to be a restaurant and is a very distinctive building.  She stated if 
the plan was to tear the building down she felt it would require more recording than what has been done.  
 
Ms. Baker stated because of the turnaround on this, you could assume the buildings would be torn down and 
make a recommendation based on that assumption.  She stated she would recommend a letter and any 
thoughts that she could forward to Public Works. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated in her opinion it would warrant a letter. 
 
Ms. Baker stated they were installing a turn lane and would have to widen the pavement area and make 
improvements with grading and such to have the turn lane.  She stated if the Commission wanted additional 
documentation, if the building was torn down, to do the standard letter making that recommendation and 
have it on file. 
 
Ms. Conner made a motion to have Ms. Dodd write a letter. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
Ms. Dodd asked Ms. Baker when she needed the letter. 
 
Ms. Baker stated she thought the Commission had 30 days, so within the next couple of weeks. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
4. Sanford-Burgess Slave Quarters – Discussion of Potential Grant Funds 
 
Ms. Baker stated this was the slave quarters at Lake Mooney, which was on County owned property.  There 
was a study done in 2016 prepared by Dennis Pogue concerning rehabilitation of the slave quarter building.  
She stated Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities oversee the County owned properties and they have 
requested approximately $130,000 in the budget.  If the funds are approved with the budget they have asked 
us to inquire about potential grant monies or other funding that may be available.  They do not have an actual 
cost estimate, but they are looking to be able to match the County funds.  She stated they wanted to inquire 
with the Commission to see if anyone was aware of funds available for reconstruction/rehabilitation of the 
slave quarters.  She stated if anyone had any thoughts at a later date they could contact her.  She stated the 
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Certified Local Government grant round announcement just came out and that was for up to $25,000, but the 
property has to be eligible for the National Register or listed on the National Register and that has not been 
done for this property.  Since we would not be eligible this grant round they are looking at other options that 
anyone might be aware of. 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she was not sure if grants were associated, but the Regional Tourism Partnership was 
looking to be a part of the National Civil Rights Trail, and she would think that might mean that Stafford 
Tourism might have access to that information, if there were grants available or not.  She stated it is fairly 
new and she thought it started in Atlanta and they are working their way through the Trail of Freedom as 
well.  She stated she felt Stafford would certainly qualify. 
 
Mr. Chichester asked if anyone had applied to make the slave quarter a Historical place, because in his 
opinion it should qualify because it was a classic example of slave quarters. 
 
Ms. Baker stated not to her knowledge. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the slave quarters, National Register Nomination and funds for 
rehabilitation.   
 
Ms. Conner suggested the Commission members visit the site. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the site was fenced for security purposes but could still be seen.  She asked the Commission 
members to contact her if they thought of any possible grants. 
 
5. Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she did not think of it until after the last meeting, but Linda Silk-Sviland was the 
graphic designer that created the Rowser wall, the Rouse Building wall and the Stafford High School wall 
and is a Stafford County resident.  She will be moving to South Carolina, as her husband is retired.  She 
stated because of the work and research she put into the projects she might qualify for the award.   
 
The Commission had a brief discussion concerning Ms. Silk-Sviland and the work she did. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated a formal vote would be required. 
 
Ms. Baker stated she thought the Commission should make sure they had all the nominations.  She stated she 
forwarded the nominations from the Planning Commission, which was the Armed Services Memorial, Ferry 
Farm and the Knight House and the Commission had Jay Woodfin, from last month. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated Mr. Woodfin was in charge of Range Management at Quantico and he has been helping the 
Cemetery Committee in locating the cemeteries on the Base for a little over a year. 
 
Ms. Conner stated in October of 1942 the United Stated Marine Corp decided to expand into Stafford 
County, they had expanded partially in World War I but extended it in World War II.  She stated the people 
only had two weeks to find other housing and that was when the flood was in Falmouth and people could not 
get into Fredericksburg to relatives.  She stated homes, schools, churches and cemeteries were lost. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Base created two cemeteries to move the people to but in surveying the cemeteries on 
base approximately half of them still have individuals in them as the families opted to leave them there. 
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Ms. Henderson asked about the Knight House. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Knight House was the original farm house in Embrey Mill and the developer has 
repaired the basement flooding problem and restored the exterior of the house, but the interior still needs to 
be done.  She stated they have cordoned off an area around the house and also placed signage there. 
 
Ms. Henderson asked what the procedure was on voting, was there only one. 
 
Ms. Dodd explained the Commission would have to vote individually on each nomination to see if they 
should be presented with an award. 
 
Ms. Baker stated there were a total of five nominations.  She recommended taking a vote to accept if the 
Commission wanted to give awards to the Knight House, Ferry Farm replica house, the Armed Forces 
Memorial, Jay Woodfin of Quantico Range Management and Linda Silk-Sviland for the mural walls. 
 
Mr. Chichester made a motion to approve all five nominations. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded. 
 
Mr. Lovell stated he would not vote because he was not sure about the Knight House because he did not feel 
it was tangible and he was not familiar with the property.  He asked if that could be delayed. 
 
Ms. Dodd asked Mr. Lovell about his objection. 
 
Mr. Lovell stated Ms. Dodd mentioned an MOA to convert it to community space or something.  He stated 
he could look at the other nominations and see something tangible. 
 
Ms. Dodd explained the preservation award was not about whether they have created a community space or 
not, it’s about what they have done to save and restore the house. 
 
Mr. Lovell stated if the house was not being used he did not understand how it has been saved or restored.  
But he was not familiar with the property. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated currently there were interpretive signs outside so it was contributing to the history of 
Stafford. 
 
Mr. Chichester stated in his opinion it was doing what the name says, it’s preserving an historical resource. 
 
Ms. Baker stated it was located within a one acre open space that was maintained in the development and 
there was also a cemetery associated with it.  Fencing has been installed and signage that explains the house. 
 
Ms. Dodd suggested they vote individually to allow members to voice their objection. 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she would make an amendment to the motion that the Commission vote on each 
individually. 
 
Mr. Lovell seconded. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
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Ms. Dodd asked for a motion for the Knight House. 
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the Knight House. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
The motion passed 5-1 (Mr. Lovell was opposed, Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the motion carried.   
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the Armed Services Memorial Working Group and Commission. 
 
Mr. Lovell seconded. 
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson abstained, Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she was on the Committee and felt it was appropriate to abstain. 
 
Ms. Dodd moved on to Ferry Farm. 
 
Ms. Conner made a motion to approve. 
 
Mr. Lovell seconded. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
Ms. Dodd made a motion to approve the Range Management Branch at Quantico, which was Mr. Woodfin’s 
department. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve Linda Sviland. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
Ms. Baker stated the awards would be presented at the evening session of the May 15th Board meeting.  
Those of you that have not been involved before there will be a reception for the invitees, the Commission 
and the Board members at 6:00 in this room.  Staff will work on getting the awards ready and she will 
present a draft to the Commission. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
6. Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was still working the Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older.  She explained recently 
a little bit of a glitch occurred where a double wide trailer that qualified under the ordinance, but she knew 
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when the ordinance was written that was not the actual intent and she felt the ordinance needed guidelines on 
how to proceed.  She stated currently there were no guidelines and she was working to correct the ordinance. 
 
7. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
Ms. Dodd stated the proposed Ordnance for the Archaeological Surveys and Investigations has been on the 
agenda for quite some time.  She stated she wants to keep it on the agenda in hopes to move it forward.  She 
explained the proposed ordinance would have developers do a Phase I when deemed necessary and follow 
through.  She was not sure if a copy of the proposed ordinance was included in the packets when the new 
members received them.  
 
Mr. Lovell and Ms. Henderson stated they did not believe so. 
 
Ms. Dodd asked Ms. Baker to provide copies of the proposed ordinance for Archaeological Surveys & 
Investigations to Mr. Lovell and Ms. Henderson. 
 
Ms. Baker stated yes. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Ms. Dodd asked if there were any additional presentation by the public.  Hearing none she moved on the 
Chairman’s Report. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she did not have a report at this time and asked if the Commission members had anything. 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner stated there were two things that she brought up to the Historical Society.  First they found a 
boundary marker made from Aquia Stone in the middle of the freeway.   She stated VDOT realizes that 
cannot be destroyed.  The second thing was Eric Powell was in charge of social studies for all of Stafford 
County Schools and he has a program that will allow students interested in Stafford history to take this 
elective class.  Currently he will take the teachers to visit historical sites in the county and the last visit was 
at Aquia Church.  She stated she presented an overall history of the County and Minnie Lightner from the 
Patawomeck Tribe came in full dress and gave an overall talk about the Patawomeck Indians in Stafford 
County and presented actual artifacts that had been found at various sites in the county.  Father Shay took 
everyone upstairs at Aquia Church to see how the church was built in colonial times.  She stated future visits 
would be Ferry Farm, Government Island, and various sites as well and the Civil War Park. 
 
Mr. Trimmer asked if the Sanford Burgess Slave Quarters had written documentation stating there were 
slave quarters.   
 
Ms. Dodd stated there was a report done by the developer that encompassed the whole property. Doug 
Sanford and Gary Stanton from the University of Mary Washington did slave quarter surveys in the areas 
and included that property. 
 
Mr. Trimmer asked about the actual proof. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the construction of the building and the location on the property along with family history. 
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Ms. Baker stated the census report was also included. 
 
Mr. Trimmer asked if the census reports had slaves there. 
 
Ms. Baker stated yes from the 1820s to the 1860s. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 1, 2018 and March 1, 2018 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the minutes were not completed so she would entertain a motion for adjournment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
The motion passed 6-0 (Dr. Rodriguez was absent). 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
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